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SPARK and YOU!

In the Chat 
Box

1) Name

1) Affiliation

1) How you heard 
about SPARK

1) Optional: student 
parent status
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Today’s Facilitators

Nina Owolabi, 
Ph.D.
STAR Fellow and 
SPARK Collaborative 
Working Board Member
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Sarah Galison, 
MSW
STAR Fellow and 
SPARK Collaborative 
Working Board Member

Renee Ryberg, 
Ph.D.
SPARK Collaborative 
Working Board Member
Principal Postsecondary 
Value & Public Trust, 
Ithaka S+R

Anne Hofmann, 
Ph.D.
Professor of English 
and Humanities, 
Frederick Community 
College



VISION
We endeavor for pregnancy and 

parenting to not determine a person's 
ability to meet their education goals. 
We also envision a future where all 
organizations and decision makers 
are coordinated and are working 

toward supporting parents in pursuing 
and achieving their goals.



MISSION
The Student-Parent Action through 

Research Knowledge (SPARK) 
Collaborative aims to collaboratively 

build evidence and make the case for 
policy change to support pregnant and 

parenting students so that they can 
meet their education and life goals.



The SPARK 
Makerspace

Build your 
impact with 
our tools!

SPARK Collaborative 6

Family-
Friendly 
College 
Toolkit

SPARK 
Resources 

& Tools

Website (with 
events calendar 
& member-only 

resources)

Publication 
Support 
Services

Student 
Parent 
Blog

Newsletter & 
Resource 

Library

Social 
Networking



We can’t 
light the 
SPARK 
without 
YOU!
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Membership 
FREE and easy sign up

• Agree to our 8 Values
• Collaborative
• Driven by lived expertise

• Fairly compensated, Realistic, and 
Supported

• Cumulative
• Knowledge sharing
• Credited
• Self-defined
• Inclusive
• Whole family

• Full access to our resource library 
and members-only features 
including constellations 8

studentparentaction.org/join-us

https://studentparentaction.org/join-us
https://studentparentaction.org/join-us
https://studentparentaction.org/join-us


Get to Know Our Website
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Easy Connection Points: Events
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Easy Connection Point: Resources
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Easy Connection Points: Newsletter
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Breakout Room Time
● Publication Support Services 

● Constellation
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Publication Support Services
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Student Parents 
Pers pective Blog

Publication Support 
Services

For and by s tudent parents

Writing, vis ion, and editing 
s upports

Broad range of publication 
types  and audiences

Writing works hops  and one-
on-one s upports

Interes ted in writing with 
SPARK? 



Student-Parent Perspectives Blog
● For current and recent student parents

● Open format for sharing ideas, 
experiences, lived expertise, etc. If long-
form writing, pieces should be 1200 
words or less

● Contact within 2 weeks for brief meet 
and conference

● Request for post within 2 weeks of 
meeting, but flexible

159/10/2026

studentparentaction.org/resources/for-student-
parents/student-parent-perspectives
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Publication Support Services

● Types of supports

● The intake process

● Goal setting 

● Ongoing support / community building

● Questions?
179/10/2026

Upcoming writing workshop
Monday, Sept 28, 2026, 2:00 PM Eastern  



Constellations

• Virtual discussion space on 
Circle platform

• “Constellations” are groups 
based on topic or affiliation

• Members can upload 
photos and other resources

• Open to all SPARK 
members!
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Family-Friendly College Toolkit

• New, updated, interactive version of the earlier Family-
Friendly Campus Toolkit

• Free for anyone! Geared toward college teams

• Learn more at our upcoming session:

19

Tuesday, Sept 15, 2026, 2:00 PM Eastern



Stay Connected
Sign Up to Become a SPARK Member: studentparentaction.org/join-
us

Publications Support Services: 
studentparentaction.org/resources/publication-support-services

Join a Constellation: studentparentaction.org/networking

Follow us! 

LinkedIn: linkedin.com/company/spark-collaborative-student-parents/
Instagram: @spark_collab
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